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H
ello and a Happy 2017! As we go into a New Year I am delighted to share with you our new Digital Magazine which showcases our 
hottest new products, activities, offers and events across Europe. Having celebrated a number of royal milestones in the UK last year, 
we move on to exploring their influences on British fashion. February sees the opening of a new exhibition at Kensington Palace, 
dedicated to Princess Diana’s style, and you can contrast this with an exclusive royal fashion tour in Mayfair revealing the secrets 
behind Princess Kate’s wardrobe. Our Florence-based team have been busy criss-crossing Italy and the Adriatic to find the most 

interesting new ideas, including delicious cooking experiences in Croatia with internationally-renowned chefs. Or with 2017 commemorating the 
100th anniversary of the Russian Revolution, why not learn how to live like a Tsar at Moscow’s most exclusive dining addresses? Our ever popular 
series of educational webinars will run again this year, please do sign up to listen and learn from our passionate experts. Myself and the teams 
across Europe look forward to hearing from you soon and to creating more amazing experiences for your clients during 2017.

With very best wishes
 

Carla
cmartindale@europe.abercrombiekent.com

A&K Europe
Jon Bennett 
Director of Sales & Business Development 
jbennett@europe.abercrombiekent.com

A&K Russia
Natalia Odinochkina
General Manager  
nodinochkina@europe.abercrombiekent.com

A&K Italy & Croatia
Luca Poddi 
General Manager
lpoddi@europe.abercrombiekent.com
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U K  &  I R E L A N D

Cleo De Rose
Supervisor, Individuals Department
A&K Europe
“My favourite place to visit in the UK is York, I love the area 
around York Minster, with its cobbled streets. The smallest 
street in York was the site of the whipping posts and stocks 
in the Middle Ages and is called “whip-ma-whop-ma-gate”!

Julia Blowers
Travel Consultant
A&K Europe
“Experience London in a quintessentially English manner, 
enjoying afternoon tea with the former Royal chef & listen 
to the fascinating stories she has from her extraordinary 13 
years at Kensington Palace.”

Laura Sullivan 
Travel Coordinator
A&K Europe
“A visit to the UK wouldn’t be complete without a visit to The 
Cotswolds; an area of outstanding natural beauty. Where 
else could you find chocolate box cottages, beautiful tea 
rooms, charming little shops and walks over the rolling hills?”

Mark Crawley
Manager – Tailor-Made Groups
A&K Europe 
“Indulge in the quintessential British charm with a variety of 
beautiful old towns, scenic landscapes and vibrant cities. 
It’s sure to be a visit you will never forget and a destination 
where memories are made that last a lifetime.”

“SCENIC 
LANDSCAPES 
AND VIBRANT 
CITIES”
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U K  &  I R E L A N D  P R O D U C T

UK

Private/Behind-the-scenes tour of the Shakespeare Theatre

The Royal Shakespeare Theatre in Stratford-Upon-Avon 
originally opened in 1932 on the site adjacent to the original 
Shakespeare Memorial. The theatre is owned by the Royal 
Shakespeare Company who deliver fantastic performances. 
Experience a private behind-the-scenes tour before you sit 
down for a 3 course dinner on the roof top terrace restaurant, 
including a glass of wine per person, water and tea/coffee. 
Afterwards you will enjoy a performance of Henry IV part 
1 (best available seats will be reserved). During the interval 
champagne and petit fours will be served.

UK

A Royal Fashion Tour of Mayfair, London 

Ever dreamed about looking like Princess Kate? Indulge your 
curiosity and discover her favourite British luxury designers 
during our exclusive royal fashion tour in Mayfair. Learn how to 
emulate her emblematic style with your own personal stylist to 
advise you how to choose the chic, casual dresses, smart coats 
and colourful hats that compose her impeccable wardrobe. 
You will be shown how to find the hidden fashion treasures of 
Jenny Packham, Temperley and Alexander McQueen. 

UK

The Welsh Coastal Path 

Join your Abercrombie & Kent hiking guide for an energising walk 
from Broad Haven South to Skrinkle Haven, part of the famous 
Wales Coastal Path. This considerable scenic walk starts at Broad 
Haven South and passes the National Trust’s award winning 
beach at Barafundle Bay, taking in the stunning views which typify 
this part of the coast. Continue on to the tiny village of Bosherston 
whose majestic limestone cliffs make it a climbing mecca. 

IRELAND

Teelings Whiskey Distillery tour, Dublin

Teelings Distillery is the only operational distillery in Dublin and 
still family run since its humble beginnings in 1782. It brings the 
craft of distilling back into the heart of Dublin city centre for 
over 125 years. Experience first-hand the sound, smell and feel 
of how quality batches of Teeling are produced from grain to 
spirit and end your tour with a tasting of one of their whiskies 
and a handcrafted seasonal cocktail at The Bang Bang bar.

Local charm of Ireland…   
  It’s no surprise that Ireland and Northern Ireland are becoming increasingly popular 

destinations. Dublin is rich in history, local charm and home to the Teeling distillery, the only 
actively working whisky distillery within the city. You also discover a turbulent, but passionate 
past walking through Dublin’s momentous Kilmainham Gaol. Arriving into Belfast you see 
how the city is now thriving and coming 
into its own. My favourite place to visit is 
the awe inspiring and award winning Titanic 
museum, and for a trip outside of the city, 
I would definitely recommend the Giant’s 
Causeway, where you unlock the mystery 
of the landscape in its inspirational visitor 
centre. No matter where your adventure 
takes you, you will be sure to return with 
a new-found appreciation for this ever-
evolving and charismatic island.    

Catherine Daly, Travel Consultant,  
A&K Europe

mailto:info%40europe.abercrombiekent.com?subject=Abercrombie%20%26%20Kent%20Europe%20Magazine%20Enquiries


6 Email: info@europe.abercrombiekent.com 

Toll free tel: +1-844-304-6779

IRELAND

Ashford Castle

Ashford Castle, in a magnificent 350 acre estate on the 
picturesque shores of Lough Corrib, is one of Ireland’s most 
impressive hotels. With a history stretching back almost 800 
years, it provides acclaimed hospitality on a grand scale. The 
83 individually designed rooms, including a private lakeside 
Hideaway Cottage, retain many original features combining 
the latest modern amenities. Enjoy exceptional dining in the 
George V Dining Room and Afternoon Tea in the Connaught 
Room with spectacular views. There are plenty of activities to 
be enjoyed including fishing, falconry, horse riding, 9-hole golf 
course, clay shooting, archery, lake cruising, cycling, tennis, zip-
lining, a state-of-the-art spa, cinema, billiards room, wine tasting 
cellar and more.

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: Based on a minimum of 2 nights 
booked between 1st Jan – 20th Apr 2017, complimentary 
dinner* for two in the famous Cullen’s at the Dungeon 
Restaurant and a bottle of champagne in the guests’ room on 
arrival. This is valid for bookings Jan-April 2017.
*The booking for dinner must be made at time of reservation to secure a dinner time, 
as on the day we do not want to disappoint with no availability. Use Code: A&KW17 
when booking

U K  &  I R E L A N D  E X C L U S I V E  H O T E L  O F F E R S

UK

Gleneagles

An iconic country estate set beneath the beautiful Ochil Hills, 
Gleneagles Hotel has been a luxury destination for nearly a 
century. Located just one hour from Glasgow and Edinburgh 
airports and with its own railway station, Gleneagles offers 
the perfect retreat for those looking for relaxation, fun and 
adventure. The 850-acre estate epitomises the rugged natural 
beauty for which Scotland is famed and offers guests a glorious 
playground of country pursuits and activities.  Whether you 
come to fly a Harris Hawk, ride horses, play golf, go off-roading, 
train gundogs, shoot game, fish, enjoy Michelin-starred dining, 
or relax in an award-winning spa, Gleneagles offers a world of 
unforgettable experiences. 

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: Stay at Gleneagles for three nights 
and we will include dinner for two on evening. Available on 
bookings made before 31st March 2017 with stay to take place 
by 30th June 2017. Dinner is based based on Table D’hôte 
dinner in the Strathearn valued at £62.50 per person excluding 
drinks or supplements.

UK

Browns Hotel – A Rocco Forte Hotel

Brown’s Hotel is tradition mixed with modern flair. Just like 
London. It is a place where you can indulge in traditional 
afternoon tea and taste the best of modern British cooking. It is 
a place right at the heart of London, where personal service is 
delivered with gracious ease. Brown’s is located just moments 
from famed Bond Street boutiques, celebrated department 
stores, Park Lane, Knightsbridge and leafy Royal parks. With 
Mayfair on your doorstep, there is plenty to do.

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: Special offer for suites (Studio Suite, 
Brown’s Suite, Classic Suite, Deluxe Suite and Signature suites) 
for an offer of staying 4 nights and only pay for 3. *This rate is 
based on BAR with Full English Breakfast and receive full suite 
benefits as follows: Arrival bottle of Ruinart and handmade 
canapes, 2 X 30 minute spa massages, In room movies & Early 
check in/late check out subject to availability.
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U K  &  I R E L A N D  N E W S  &  E V E N T S

UK

Ellenborough Park – England’s Country House Hotel 2016

Lose yourself in the distinct luxury of 
Ellenborough Park, a sumptuous Cotswold 
manor house hotel in the Cotswolds, situated 
on the outskirts of Cheltenham Spa. The hotel 
has proudly won a prestigious World Travel 
Award and was named ‘England’s Country 
House Hotel’ The main house of the estate 
dates back to the 15th Century, when it was 
erected from iconic Cotswold stone, steeping 

the manor in layers of history and intriguing tales. Ellenborough Park is a quintessentially British 
destination, with a unique streak of individuality inspired by Lady Ellenborough herself, Jane Digby.

IRELAND

Galway International Arts Festival 

The Galway International Arts Festival runs 
throughout July, and turns the city of tribes into a 
festive party with literature, music, theatrics and 
pop up surprises. During the festival Galway is 
packed full of tales of its historic past as a walled 
medieval city alongside award winning food, 
such as: fresh seafood, sweet treats and many 
more culinary masterpieces. There will be a 
display of top musical talent, special spectacles, 
dramatic tales and friendly charming locals 
to assure an action packed Irish experience. 

Galway is also on the Wild Atlantic Way, away from the urban buzz are sleepy seaside villages, 
hidden coves and rugged landscapes. So why not join the festival experience with a beachside 
canter on a Connemara pony in Clifden or go island-hopping around the Aran Islands?

UK

The Royal Palaces: Kensington Palace New For 2017- Diana, Her fashion Story 

From the 24th February 2017 the new Princess Diana exhibition at Kensington Palace will trace 
the evolution of Diana’s style, including the pink blouse worn for Diana’s engagement portrait and 
the ink blue velvet gown worn when she danced with John Travolta. Discover more about the 
world –renowned figure and witness her transition from a young princess to a sophisticated global 
ambassador. 

UK

12 Sides

From March 2017, the UK will be introduced to a new 12–sided pound coin that the Royal Mint 
is producing with 1.5 billion new coins put into circulation. The design of the coin is based on the 
historic three pence piece also known as the ‘threepenny-bit’, this was the first ever coin to feature 
a portrait of Queen Elizabeth II. With the previous style pound coin being the easiest to replicate, 
the new coins are designed to be harder to counterfeit.
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I T A L Y  &  C R O A T I A

Alina Hessling
Tour Consultant
A&K Italy & Croatia 
“I love so many places in Croatia that it’s difficult to choose 
which place I like best, but if I had to choose two, they would 
have to be Trogir and Split.”

Anna Rostron
Tour Consultant
A&K Italy & Croatia  
“Florence simply has a kind of timeless beauty that will never 
ever fade.”

Margherita Rega
Tour Consultant
A&K Italy & Croatia  
“A holiday on the Amalfi coast will certainly fulfil all your 
senses and leave you with memories that will last a lifetime.”

Diego Troncia
Operations Executive
A&K Italy & Croatia
“Italy’s largest island, Sicily is one of the most desirable 
patches of land to be found anywhere in the country, all of 
this is made even more attractive by cultural and culinary 
traditions which have developed over millennia.”

“TIMELESS BEAUTY THAT  
WILL NEVER FADE”
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I T A L Y  &  C R O A T I A  P R O D U C T

CROATIA

Fresco Painting in Roc                                                               

Explore your creativity during a special Fresco-
painting  workshop today. Travel to the small 
town of Roc, which is renowned for its fresco-
painting tradition. Following on from a short 
tour of Roc to see some of the wonderfully-
preserved original paintings, try your hand at 
this unique skill under the guidance of a young 
and enthusiastic art professor. Complete your 
afternoon with a stop in Hum, the smallest town 
in the world with only 24 inhabitants. Here you 
can enjoy breathtaking views of the countryside 
and Ucka mountain.

ITALY

Lecce Area: Boating and Seafood Dinner

Enjoy a unique experience as you actively 
participate with local fishermen as they 
set out to haul in their catch. Your point of 
departure is Torre Vado, a picturesque fishing 
village whose crystal clear, turquoise waters 
have earned the area the nickname “Maldives 
of Salento”. After surveying your catch, stop 
for a swim near an old shipwreck before 
returning to the port.

ITALY

Ceramics Workshop, Florence

Bring out your creative side with this 
introductory lesson on ceramics in charming 
Fiesole. Still a family-run business today, the 
workshop was established in the 1930s by 
Marcello Fantoni, a world-renowned artist 
with works displayed in Tokyo plus New York 
and London’s Victoria and Albert Museums. 
Find inspiration from the numerous works of 
his exhibited here before donning your lab 
coat and getting to work.

CROATIA

Cooking Experience with Jeffrey J. Vella

Jazz up your recipe repertoire and culinary 
skills in the beautiful Renaissance Gundulic 
Palace, the unique environment that is home 
to the new Bistro & Concept store ‘Portrait’. 
Under the entertaining guidance of Jeffrey 
J. Vella, develop your confidence in creating 
stunning dishes, using only handpicked 
produce from the best artisanal local farmers. 
Afterwards, spend time with the restaurant’s 
Sommelier and Cocktail Specialist, who will 
guide you through the concept of Signature 
cocktail-making before sitting down to enjoy a 
lunch inspired by your class.
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ITALY

Hotel Savoy, Florence: Introducing the ‘Piazza View room’   

The Hotel Savoy is ideally situated for exploring Florence. 
It is located in the centre of Florence on the Piazza della 
Repubblica. Decorated throughout by Olga Polizzi, the 
contemporary, though comfortable, style reflects Rocco Forte 
Hotels’ refined elegance. The hotel offers elegant, modern, 
contemporary style rooms with a more streamlined design 
for luxurious living. Hotel Savoy are pleased to announce 
the creation of the new room category; ‘Piazza view room’ 
designed in a contemporary, classic style offering spectacular 
views over the charming Piazza Della Repubblica & its  
beautiful porticos. 

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: Benefit from upgrade upon 
availability (from Executive Room upwards) for a minimum stay 
of 2 nights, and also receive 85.00 EUR Food & Beverage 
credit per room and 2 tickets to the Uffizi Museum or 
Academia Gallery.

I T A L Y  E X C L U S I V E  H O T E L  O F F E R
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I T A L Y  &  C R O A T I A  N E W S  &  E V E N T S

ITALY

 Palazzo Avino Hotel – ‘The Marilyn’

The Palazzo Avino barman has created a cocktail in 
remembrance of Marilyn Monroe and it is based on Chanel 
no. 5 perfume; a unique sensory experience from the nose  
to the mouth.

ITALY

Salon du Chocolat – Milan  

From 9th- 12th February 2017, chocolate lovers who visit 
Milan can experience a special chocolate treat like no other. 
Manufacturers from Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, 
Russia, Japan and Canada come together to offer a sweet 
celebration for all the family, where you can taste a delicious 
variety of fabulous chocolate.

ITALY

100th Giro d’Italia Route Announced

In its 100th year, the Giro d’Italia will follow a course 
through routes in southern Italy that have never been 
taken before. The cycling race will take place from 5th 
– 28th May 2017, and will run from Alghero to Milan, 
where it has ended for 76 years. For the fourth and fifth 
stages, riders will cross the sea to Sicily and resume the 
race there before heading onto the Italian mainland, in 
Reggio Calabria, for the remainder of the race. The final 
stage will take racers from the famous Monza racetrack to 
the Duomo in Milan.

ITALY

Pistoia Tuscany Set to Become Top 2017 Destination

Pistoia is a beautiful city, known as a pleasant day trip from 
Florence. Located about 19 miles northwest of its more 
celebrated neighbor, this fascinating city has been awarded for 
its thriving ‘small-town culture, local entrepreneurial spirit, and 
grassroots philosophies’ with the title of 2017 Italian Capital of 
Culture. Pistoia is set to become a top destination in 2017, a 
perfect location in Italy to visit. 

Top Left Palazzo Avino Cocktail Making

Top Middle Pistoia Tuscany Set to Become Top 2017 Destination  

Bottom Middle Salon du Chocolat – Milan  

Right Giro d’Italia  
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Trogir is one of the hidden gems…
Croatia is a very diverse country. I love so many places in Croatia that it’s 
difficult to choose which place I like best, but if I had to choose two, they 
would have to be Trogir and Split. Trogir is one of the hidden gems of 
the Adriatic Coast. It is a very small, lovely town where one can wander 
through the beautiful streets while enjoying the magical atmosphere. 
Split is a very captivating city. One can get lost in its maze of alleys filled 
with great shops, restaurants, historical sights and cafés. My favourite time 
of day is the evening when one can sit next to Diocletian’s Palace with 
a glass of wine while watching people dancing tango in the moonlight. 
Croatia’s food is so wonderful that it cannot be described with words. For 
those who want to taste the best oysters in the region, a stop in Ston is a 
MUST. 

Alina Hessling
Tour Consultant
A&K Italy & Croatia

Love at first sight
Born and raised in Derbyshire (England), with a strong passion for 
foreign languages, I knew that one day I would fly the nest and live abroad 
and indeed my dreams came true! My one year study abroad back in 
2004 was the turning point. Seeing Florence was like “love at first sight”, 
and even now, 12 years on, the novelty of gazing up towards the city’s 
magnificent cathedral and strolling along the Ponte Vecchio has not worn 
off. Florence continues to charm and impress. There is beauty at every 
corner, years of history and art in every single building. You can witness 
artisans at work in the Oltrarno neighborhood who have been modelling 
leather, textiles and wood for centuries, not to mention talented master 
perfumers who passionately blend essences that unveil the soul to create 
tailor made scents. Then there is Piazzale Michelangelo offering some of 
the best views over this breath-taking city. 

Anna Rostron
Tour Consultant
A&K Italy & Croatia

I T A L Y  &  C R O A T I A  B L O G
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R U S S I A

Anna Potapova
Tour Consultant
A&K Russia
“Lake Baikal is an unforgettable experience. Take a helicopter 
ride to admire the vast lands of Siberia and Lake Baikal. Your 
journey will not be complete if you miss the fishing! Catch your 
own fish, prepare it and smooth it down with a shot of vodka!”

Tatiana Karankevich
Director of Operations
A&K Russia
“I love to climb to the observation platform of St. Isaac’s 
Cathedral or take a top table at one of the terrace restaurants 
to enjoy St. Petersburg. I adore the treasures of the Hermitage 
and taking a night-time canal cruise on the Neva River.”

Natalia Odinochkina
General Manager
A&K Russia 
“Moscow now boasts the most avant-garde restaurants – 
from the world- famous White Rabbit to the stellar Grand 
Café Dr. Zhivago. They serve the best traditional Russian 
food in Moscow, with amazing views of the Kremlin towers.”

“MOSCOW 
NOW BOASTS 
THE MOST 
AVANT-GARDE 
RESTAURANTS”
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R U S S I A  P R O D U C T

MOSCOW

Dinner at the Family Home of Professional Chef and Culinary Bloggers 

You are welcomed into the family home of chefs Maria Sorokina and Andrey Bugaisky. This 
enthusiastic and talented couple are professional culinary bloggers. They also regularly contribute 
to articles in cooking magazines and are chefs at one of the best cooking schools in Moscow. 
Experience traditional Russian food at its best, whilst learning about local culinary customs and the 
best places to dine in the city, in this authentic Moscow setting.

MOSCOW

Moscow Circus Backstage Tour 

Enjoy a unique glimpse behind the scenes of one of the most skilful and creative circuses in 
the world. During your privately-guided backstage tour, experience the vibrant atmosphere of 
the Old Moscow Circus on Tstvenoy, one of the oldest circuses in Russia. Go through to the 
rehearsal room and see how the artists are getting ready for their wonderful shows; you may even 
have the chance to feed some friendly animals prior to watching the performance at 19:00!
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R U S S I A  N E W S  &  E V E N T S

RUSSIA

FIFA Confederations Cup Russia 2017

Russia will be home to the FIFA Confederations Cup 2017, 
taking place over 4 destinations, Spartak Stadium in Moscow, 
Kazan Arena in Kazan, Fisht Stadium in Sochi and Senit Arena 
in St Petersburg, from 17th June – 2nd July. A total of 16 games 
will be played to decide the winner of the FIFA Confederations 
Cup. The teams fighting for the cup are: Russia, Portugal, 
New Zealand & Mexico, and the second group includes the 
Champion of Africa, Chile, Australia & Germany.

RUSSIA

Fourth Museum Photobiennale of 
Contemporary Photography

Museum Photobiennale of Contemporary Photography 
introduces the oeuvre of professional photographers and photo 
artists to museum visitors. The exhibition will reveal the new 
names and tendencies in contemporary Russian photography 
and presenting the potential in these artists. There will be around 
400 works by 211 photographers delivered. This event reflects 
all variety of movements in the art of contemporary photography, 
divided into sections such as ‘City’ ‘Still life’ and ‘landscape’. 

RUSSIA

A Taste of Moscow

Each year In June, a selection of Moscow’s top restaurants open 
their doors for three days of master classes and tasting sessions, 
open to all the family, with special entertainment and a children’s 
menu included. There will be around 200 different master 
classes available, for both Russian and International cuisine.

RUSSIA

White Nights Festival, St Petersburg 

The sun never fully sets in St Petersburg between May & June 
due to its northerly location. During the White Nights Festival, 
from 26th May 2017, you can take a walk at midnight to see the 
sun on the horizon. The sight creates a romantic backdrop for this 
festival of arts with music and dance by Russian and international 
stars. The Mariinsky Theatre will display over 175 operas, ballets 
and classical concerts along with historical carnivals. 
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R E S T  O F  E U R O P E

“TRAVEL IS THE 
ONLY THING YOU 
BUY THAT MAKES 
YOU RICHER”
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FRANCE

Paris: Street Art Walking Tour

Learn about the origin of the street art 
movement and how it has evolved in the city 
of Paris, while your guide reveals the original 
and striking examples on display. Witness a 
new perspective of the city as you see walls 
painted by international artists, as well as 
famous French artists like Nemo and Philippe 
Herard. At the end of the tour, you have the 
opportunity to meet a local artist to discuss this 
growing art movement.

R E S T  O F  E U R O P E  P R O D U C T

SPAIN

Madrid: Fashion Tour with Silk Workshop

Walk in the footsteps of the Spanish 
fashionistas today during your half-day 
tour to the Museum of Costume. Created 
in 1976, this inspiring museum boasts 
collections of historical outfits dating from 
the 17th century to the present day, and 
holds the works of the famous Spanish 
designer Balenciaga, dating back to the 
1940s. After your visit, enjoy some creative 
time painting your own silk scarf with a 
skilled art instructor. You will then be able 
to take this masterpiece home with you as a 
memento of your experience.

GREECE

Athens: Gastro Tour

Greece has a rich and varied culinary tradition 
due to its location between the Orient and the 
West. Join the Athenians in their everyday life 
as your culinary journey takes you to carefully-
selected specialty food stores, to taste some of 
the finest olive oil, cheese and honey. Immerse 
yourself in the colours and smells of local spices, 
the secret behind many of the most renowned 
dishes of Greek cuisine and aromatic Greek 
coffee. You may wish to finish your tour with a 
stop at a local joint for an authentic taste of the 
celebrated Greek souvlaki!
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R E S T  O F  E U R O P E  E X C L U S I V E  H O T E L  O F F E R S

SPAIN

Mandarin Oriental Barcelona

With a prime location on the famous Passeig de Gràcia, Mandarin Oriental, Barcelona is 
one of the city’s most luxurious hotels, with 120 rooms and suites. Interiors are by one of 
Spain’s leading designers, Patricia Urquiola; the results are enduring modern designs which 
incorporate subtle reflections of our oriental heritage. Finished to a level of luxury synonymous 
with Mandarin Oriental, we give every guest a supremely comfortable home in the city. Views 
are either over Barcelona’s most stylish boulevard, Passeig de Gràcia, or our landscaped 
secret garden. A number of guestrooms have a balcony or terrace. The hotel also offers 
exceptional services and facilities including an award-winning Spa (with 8 treatment rooms 
and indoor swimming pool) and all day dining at BistrEau.

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: Benefit from staying 4 nights and only paying for 3 at the Mandarin 
Oriental from January 2nd through March 29th – with complimentary bottle of wine, bowl of 
fruit and chocolates for Suite bookings.

FRANCE

Hotel Lancaster Paris

Just off the Champs-Elysées, the Lancaster is an exclusive and intimate five star boutique hotel 
constructed in 1889 as a private mansion. The hotel is so rich in history that it represents the 
essence of the most refined Parisian culture. The interior exhibits a vast collection of art and 
antiques. Contemporary and traditional elements merge into an absolute balance and every detail 
is taken care of to create a classic and elegant atmosphere. The 56 rooms and suites are mostly 
situated around a beautiful Zen-inspired patio that creates a space of silence and discretion.

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: Benefit from an exclusive offer of a stay for 4 nights and only pay for  
3 until May 2017.
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R E S T  O F  E U R O P E  N E W S  &  E V E N T S

GERMANY

Opening of the Elbphilharmonie on 11th January 2017

The Elbphilharmonie will celebrate its grand opening on 11th 
January 2017 with an orchestral performance and a three-
week festival programme. The venue’s red brick and intricate 
glass construction is a fusion of traditional and modern. With 
its stunning curved glass panels, the hall captures reflections 
from the water, sky and city. Not only is the Elbphilharmonie an 
architectural delight on the outside, the internal construction 
delivers an unusual atmosphere and acoustic experience. The 
Elbphilharmonie is set to define the Hamburg music scene 
with around 650 concerts in 2017. The programme includes 
concerts of classical music, such as the Flamenco Festival and 
world music and pop, including Elvis Costello.

PORTUGAL

Amanda Levete’s €20m Lisbon museum opening

Rearing up from the riverside in a sinuous swoosh, is the €20m 
home of the Museum of Art, Architecture and Technology, 
designed by the British Architect, Amanda Levete. It has been 
created and funded by the EDP Foundation, the non-profit 
arm of Portugal’s largest energy company, on a site next to 
the former Central Tejo power station in Belém, a handsome 
redbrick and steel temple of electricity that has also been 
transformed, its industrial halls reborn with white-cube galleries.

PORTUGAL

Quinta das Lagrimas Hotel: The Bamboo Garden Spa facelift

The Bamboo Garden Spa is a sanctuary of peace and serenity 
that offers a series of treatments aimed at promoting relaxation 
and well-being for mind and body. The spa is located in Quinta 
das Lágrimas, Coimbra – Portugal, member of Small Luxury 
Hotels of the World. As a “Garden Spa” incorporated into 
the treatments are natural elements that possess rejuvenation 
properties. One of our exclusive treatments is the Pedro & Inês 
massage, made for couples. The Bamboo Garden Spa has been 
remodeled to make the experience of its guests unforgettable. 

SPAIN

Cadiz Carnival 2017

From 25th February – 5th March 2017 the whole town 
turns into a carnival – the perfect opportunity to enjoy the 
wit and grace of Cadiz. The carnival music is heard from 
every corner of the city. Flamenco, tango, pasodoble and folk 
music as well as South American rhythms can be enjoyed at 
every street corner and many more exciting performances.
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R E S T  O F  E U R O P E  B L O G

A Very Spanish Connection
Inspired by her maiden journey to Spain and Gibraltar with 
A&K, Travel Coordinator Madeleine Wilson returns to the 
UK with more than just tapas and paella on her mind.

To be boldly honest, had anyone asked me if Spain were 
on my list of top impending holiday destinations, up 
until about a month ago, I would have hesitated. Having 
explored the stunning ‘Fortress Island’ that is Malta only 
last year, I must confess that the allure of the Greek 
islands and sun-kissed Neapolitan Riviera has since 
been far too strong a force when it comes to visualising 
my next perfect getaway.

However, the decision was made for me when 
my colleague, Laura, and I were given the unique 
experience of joining our A&K guests on the recent 
Connections tour of Spain; ten days of memorable 
touring and exceptional scenery throughout Barcelona, 
Granada, Marbella, Seville, Córdoba, Madrid and the 
British Overseas Territory of Gibraltar. 

Now, I am not one to waste an opportunity to travel 
to places unseen, and when it comes to this Southern 
European gem, I am an absolute convert. Of course 
we have all witnessed various depictions of Gaudí’s 
celebrated Sagrada Familia, but did you know that 

this nature-inspired masterpiece is just as beautiful on 
the inside, with its astonishing projection of colours 
emanating from the stained glass windows above? How 
about flying in on a balmy Sunday evening, with tapas 
bars as lively at 11pm as you’d expect to find them at 
the tail end of the working week? Not only that, but to 
experience the finest of cuisines in the most beautiful 
– most Spanish – of courtyards, whilst listening to one 
of Vivaldi’s descendants perform live classical guitar? 
Needless to say, not an everyday occurrence!

What strikes me most about this awe-inspiring country 
is the Mudéjar architecture prominently featured at 
UNESCO Heritage Sites such as the Alhambra in 
Granada and the Alcázar of Seville. A perfect marriage 
of Moorish and Christian influences this is, for me, 
what truly sets the Iberian Peninsula apart. On tour, 
this backdrop of architectural beauty naturally sets the 
scene for an exclusive visit to Casa Palacio Bailén, a 
17th century palace and private residence situated in the 
Andalusian capital. An intimate dinner and Flamenco 
performance here steals you away from the hordes of 
tourists, leaving you with memories to last a lifetime.

That said, I must not forget to mention one of my most 
favoured points of interest on this tour: The Rock. As 
you enter St Michael’s Cave amid the scores of coaches 
fighting for a space on the narrow, winding roads of 

Gibraltar, expect to skip the line of tourists and enter into 
a fabulous scene of stalactites and shifting colour. The 
Cave, as it happens, doubles as a concert venue, with its 
tiered seating and magnificent acoustics enough to take 
the breath away of even the well-travelled musician. Our 
charismatic driver guide, Damian – a veritable human 
encyclopaedia – was to talk us through the story of his 
homeland, from the Pillars of Hercules to its place as a 
military stronghold, comprising WWII caves through 
which we literally saw the light at the end of the tunnel. 

From a walk along the shores of Marbella to a 
picturesque journey en route to sherry-tasting in Jerez, 
as well as a stopover at Ronda’s magnificent Puente 
Nuevo, this A&K experience is one that will stay at the 
forefront of the mind for years to come. I cannot speak 
highly enough of our guides: Xabi and Maria Teresa 
in Barcelona, whose hometown pride runs through 
their veins; Lourdes, a gentle and insightful presence 
on the works of Picasso, and our dynamic Sevillian 
guide, Virginia, to name but a few. Across these local 
connections, when it comes to Spain, the hospitality of 
her people, wondrous architecture and vibrant culture 
she promises sin inhibición, I have fallen – somewhat 
unexpectedly – in love.

Madeleine Wilson
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Tailor-Made travel is all about you, not everybody’s requirements 
are the same. Our unique Guardian Angel service is a network of 
local high-touch service experts throughout Europe who are there to 
ensure every aspect of your trip is to your full satisfaction. 

Some guests may enjoy the thrill of travelling independently whilst others appreciate 
having a local friend available at all times to create a seamless journey. We now offer 
three tiers of on the ground service delivery, your A&K Travel Consultant will be happy 
to discuss the option best suited to your needs. 

GROUND

A & K  G A  S E R V I C E S

A&K BASIC SERVICE NOT INCLUDING  
GUARDIAN ANGEL

During your holiday you will have a 24 hour contact number for 
travel-related emergencies. You will not be met or contacted 
by a Guardian Angel, nor will you have the flexibility to change 
your confirmed trip on the ground. This service level is suitable 
for guests who are experienced, independent travellers seeking 
our best value way to travel.  

For the true benefit of an A&K journey we strongly recommend 
selecting the A&K Gold GA Service.

A&K GOLD SERVICE INCLUDING GUARDIAN ANGEL

On arrival in your destination, your local Guardian Angel 
welcomes you and provides their contact details, and should 
you ever need assistance or advice during your stay, you may 
dial your Guardian Angel’s mobile phone for prompt, courteous 
service at any time.  This service ensures you spend time 
enjoying your vacation with a locals’ insight to dining, shopping 
and tour recommendations.  Subject to availability they are also 
able to make minor adjustments to your journey*. 

A&K PLATINUM SERVICE INCLUDING GUARDIAN 
ANGEL AS YOUR PERSONAL CONCIERGE

Arrive like a true VIP when you are met at the aircraft door** 
and an experienced Guardian Angel at your entire disposal 
to fulfil your needs from the moment you land to the moment 
you depart. It’s your vacation and your personal concierge is a 
knowledgeable local person on-hand to adjust and enhance* 
your vacation experience.

Please contact your A&K travel consultant who will be happy 
to discuss the cover that is most suitable to your holiday.

WHAT’S INCLUDED? A&K 
Basic

A&K 
Gold

A&K  
Platinum

24 hour contact number for travel emergencies   

Personal concierge meeting upon arrival at the airport   

Personal concierge meeting at every hotel   

Personal local concierge available throughout your journey   

Restaurant & ticket reservation service at no extra charge   

Flexibility to change plans in-destination*   

Personal assistance & luggage porterage at railway stations**   

VIP jetbridge meet & greet upon arrival**   

Airport porterage upon arrival & departure**   

VIP departure assistance from the airport**   

ON THE

* Extra charges apply for changes/extra services made in-destination   ** Where available
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The newly elected President of Uzbekistan issued a new decree to stimulate 
tourism industry in the country. From 01st April 2017 the citizens of several 
countries will no longer need visas to visit Uzbekistan. The below passport 
holders will NO longer need to have Uzbek visas to enter Uzbekistan for 
tourism purpose: 

Australia, Austria, Canada, Germany, Denmark, Spain, Italy, Netherlands, and Luxemburg 
South Korea, Singapore, Finland, Switzerland, Japan, United Kingdom.

The below passport holders aged 55 or older will NOT need to have Uzbek visas to enter 
Uzbekistan for tourism purpose: Belgium, Indonesia, China, Malaysia, USA, France, Vietnam 
Israel, Poland, Hungary, Portugal, and Czech Republic.

A&K EUROPE WEBINAR’S  FEBRUARY – JUNE 2017 
Click on link to join

FEB. >.ROYAL.UK.–.EDINBURGH,.LONDON.&.BELFAST..

MAR. >.RUSSIA.–.WHATS.NEW

APR >.FAMILY.ITALY.

MAY. >.EXPLORING.SWITZERLAND.

JUN. >.HOTSPOTS.OF.SLOVENIA.&.CROATIA

BIG.NEWS

N E W S
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https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3858573709895972099
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7111514045043367683


Jon Bennett
Director of Sales & Business Development, A&K Europe

jbennett@europe.abercrombiekent.com

Luca Poddi
General Manager, A&K Italy & Croatia 
lpoddi@europe.abercrombiekent.com

Natalia Odinochkina
General Manager, A&K Russia 

nodinochkina@europe.abercrombiekent.com

Carla Martindale
Managing Director, A&K Europe            

cmartindale@europe.abercrombiekent.com

Web www.akdmc.com 

Tel +44 (0) 1242 547700

Toll free +1-844-304-6779
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