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Suggested Reading List for Rest of Europe 
 
 
Books 
 
Marrying Mozart Stephanie Cowell 
Cowell transports us back to the eighteenth century to meet four sisters growing up in a musical 
family in a ramshackle Salzburg house. Their fortunes are changed with the appearance of the 21-
year-old Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and we see the impact the magnificently gifted composer had 
on wider society. 
 
The Hare with Amber Eyes Edmund de Waal  
Once one of the greatest and richest banking families of the nineteenth century, the Ephrussis’ 
legacy was devastated with the 1938 Anschluss when the Nazis appropriated their property. At the 
height of Viennese fin-de-siècle society, the family also became renowned art collectors, with 
special interest in all things Japanese. Their descendant, de Waal, recounts their remarkable rise 
and fall through the story of 264 netsuke – wood and ivory carvings that escaped the clutches of 
confiscation as they were smuggled away and became the final remnants of a once-great 
collection. 
 
Only in Vienna Duncan J. D. Smith  
A former travel publisher, Smith decided to branch out and put his own sightseeing ideas together 
for a number of cities in his Only in… series. As its title implies, this account aims to showcase 
some of the sights that cannot be seen elsewhere, and over 80 more unusual venues and 
curiosities are presented with accompanying illustrations, offering an alternative glimpse of Vienna, 
from the Holy Lance to Fool’s Tower. 
 
The World of Yesterday Stefan Zweig 
Like the Ephrussis, Zweig grew up in a wealthy Jewish family in nineteenth-century Vienna and 
became known as a patron of the arts with ties to some of the era’s most prominent names, both in 
Austria (friendships with the likes of Freud and Herzl) and across Europe (acquainted with Gorky, 
Joyce, Ravel, and Yeats to name a few). This account chronicles the rich Austrian culture Zweig 
knew so well and how it was shattered by WWI, but it is also a deeply personal tale – having 
convinced himself society had learnt its lesson, the terrifying emergence of the Nazis shattered the 
writer’s faith for good and he took his own life shortly after completing the manuscript to this book. 
 
Bruges-la-Morte, Georges Rodenbach 
Rodenbach’s short and melancholic tale of a widower who retires to Bruges after the death of his 
beloved wife is an allegory of his thoughts on the city in the nineteenth century. The protagonist 
stumbles upon the spitting image of his wife and his mournful obsession with tracking her down 
leads us through the labyrinth of medieval canals and cobblestone streets to recreate a mystical 
atmosphere. 
 
HHhH, Laurent Binet  
By way of a fictional narrator, Binet recounts the real-life story of the assassination of Reinhard 
Heydrich, a key figure in the Nazi leadership who was considered central in the planning of the 
Final Solution and was Acting Reich-Protector of Bohemia and Moravia at the time of his death. 
Regarded even by Hitler as one of the more brutal Nazi officials (the title of the book refers to a 
contemporary phrase from the SS that describes Heydrich as Himmler’s brains), Heydrich met his 
end in Prague in 1942 at the hands of specially trained group of Czech and Slovak soldiers, whose 
stories are also described. 
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Captive Queen: A Novel of Eleanor of Aquitaine Alison Weir  
The presence of strong and significant female rulers was notably absent throughout most of 
medieval Europe, but Eleanor of Aquitaine was perhaps the most obvious exception. This novel is 
a fictionalised account that tells us of her marriages to the two most powerful men of the era, the 
Kings of France and England, and how her influence helped stretch the English kingdom from the 
Scottish Border in the north to the Spanish Pyrenees in the south. 
 
Tender is the Night F Scott Fitzgerald 
Often overshadowed by Fitzgerald’s more famous work The Great Gatsby, this novel is a classic of 
the era in its own right. The lead characters are an American couple living on the French Riviera 
who find that their increasing wealth takes them further into an iconic late 1920s lifestyle that 
creates as many answers as it does questions. 
 
Sarah's Key Tatiana de Rosnay 
The harrowing times of occupied France are brought to life by de Rosnay in this tale of a Jewish 
family in Paris whose lives are turned upside-down in the Vel d’Hiv raids of 1942. Thinking her 
absence will be no more than a few hours, a sister locks her young brother in a cupboard to avoid 
capture, but the rest of the family are instead deported to a concentration camp on the other side of 
the country. The race against time is narrated via the investigations of a contemporary journalist 
writing about the 60th anniversary of the raids. 
 
The Hunchback of Notre Dame Victor Hugo  
A classic Gothic novel of the nineteenth century, Hugo’s story of Quasimodo’s struggles as a 
deformed hunchback in late medieval Paris are relatively well known, not least due to the Disney 
adaptation in 1996. Aside from the plot and interplay between the lead character and the beautiful 
Gypsy dancer, Esmeralda, the book is also a wonderful chronicle on Paris’ Gothic architecture. 
Concerned at the changing appearance of his city, Hugo goes into great detail about its centuries-
old beauty, which would convince his contemporaries so successfully that substantial renovations 
were subsequently made to Notre Dame Cathedral, giving it its modern-day appearance. 
  
The Berlin Stories Christopher Isherwood 
Made up of two different books, The Last of Mr Norris and Goodbye Berlin, The Berlin Stories 
magnificently capture 1930s Berlin at a time of significant change. A series of larger-than-life 
characters reveal the development of the city, from a charming and elegant atmosphere to one 
overwhelmed with growing Nazism. The books later inspired the Oscar-winning film and music 
Cabaret. 
 
Only in Cologne Duncan J. D. Smith 
Another of Smith’s attempts to reveal the hidden corners and curiosities that are not displayed in 
the mass-market guide books, Only in Cologne marches us through history from the Roman colony 
of Colonia Agrippinensium through to the Third Reich, stopping en route at the likes of a city 
lighthouse and Napoleon’s cemetery. 
 
The Book Thief Markus Zusak 
Zusak’s titular character is a young foster girl, living outside Munich during WWII. Unable to afford 
her newly-found passion for reading, she resorts instead to stealing books and becomes a sort of 
storyteller-in-chief, both to her neighbours during the many bombing raids, and to the Jewish man 
temporarily hiding in her family’s basement. The result is an emotional rollercoaster narrated by 
none other than the Grim Reaper. 
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Munich Robert Harris  
Harris revisits the outbreak of the Second World War from the British perspective in this fictional 
novel. Munich is the scene of a historic agreement that will supposedly preserve peace in Europe 
by surrendering Czechoslovakia’s Sudetenland to Nazi control. We witness the underhand 
dealings and factional disputes via the friendship of a British and a German diplomat, before 
seeing how Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain’s policy of appeasement culminates in his 
infamous proclamation of ‘peace in our time’. 
 
Athens: The Truth David Cade  
In a similar vein to Duncan Smith’s Only in… series, Cade aims to bring us an idea of a city beyond 
the usual tourist highlights. His homage to Athens avoids the Acropolis and major museums to 
paint a picture of the genuine modern Greek society and the little-known treasures hiding behind 
the city’s ancient corners. 
 
Apartment in Athens Glenway Wescott                    
Wescott’s novel captures the emotions of a trapped society in more ways than one. Nazi-occupied 
Athens gives its inhabitants a daily dilemma in how to handle an invading force without bringing 
reprisals upon themselves. The apartment in question is a disturbed one, belonging to a family that 
find themselves forced to act as servants to foreign officers in their own home and the relationship 
between them plays out as a study in humiliation and nobility. 
 
The Thread Victoria Hislop 
The plot to this story unfolds in Thessaloniki, Greece’s second city, at a time of significant social 
upheaval. One of the finer examples of a multi-cultural society in southeast Europe, Thessaloniki 
finds itself the scene of mass migration in 1917 as its variety of communities is forced to make the 
difficult choice of staying to live under persecution or leaving behind generations of history for an 
unknown future elsewhere. 
 
Zorba the Greek Nikos Kazantzakis 
Inspiration for the 1964 comedy-drama on the big screen, Kazantzakis’ book explores Cretan 
society by juxtaposing the philosophies of two different characters. Zorba himself is an enigmatic, 
larger-than-life peasant whose passion represents a wilder throwback to a rural lifestyle, 
contrasting with that of the intellectual, bookish narrator. 
 
Freedom and Death Nikos Kazantzakis 
We return to Kazantzakis’ home island of Crete at the time of its rebellion from the Ottoman Empire 
in 1889. The juxtaposition on this occasion places the lead characters on opposite sides of the 
conflict, in a dramatic account of love, hate and friendship surrounding the lives of the Greek 
Captain Michalis and the Turkish Nurey Bey. 
 
Murder in Mykonos Jeffrey Siger 
Siger returns to the oft-visited scenario of the ageing urban police detective, retiring to the 
tranquility of an island where supposedly nothing happens. Our maverick hero instead finds this is 
not the case and chances upon a series of improbable fatalities, requiring ancient myths and 
forgotten corners of Mykonos to be investigated in order to bring the carnage to an end. 
 
Fire in the Sea: The Santorini Volcano: Natural History and the Legend of Atlantis Walter L. 
Friedrich and Alexander R. McBirney  
The idyllic bay of Thira is today a scene of paradise for visitors, but the wide crater enclosing it is 
an indicator of its violent origins over 3,500 years ago. The flourishing Minoan civilisation 
witnessed one of the largest volcanic eruptions in history right here, with the cataclysmic effects 
including an amount of pulverised rock and ash circulating the Earth’s atmosphere for several 
years and permanently changing global climates. This significant event is narrated with the aid of 
detailed illustrations in Fire in the Sea. 
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Budapest: A Critical Guide Andras Torok  
A witty and personal review of Hungary’s capital, Torok’s advice on Budapest at times feels closer 
to a novel than a travel guide. Originally published in 1989, A Critical Guide has acted as a well-
informed accompaniment to visitors for many years now, and the latest edition comes with a brand-
new chapter on the recent phenomenon of Ruin Pubs. 
 
The Gathering Anne Enright  
The themes of grief, bereavement and family betrayal are explored at some length in this highly 
acclaimed novel, which won the Man Booker Prize when first published. A middle-aged woman 
travels to England to collect the body of her brother. Her attempts to come to terms with the suicide 
are complicated by an unexplained event several decades earlier and we learn how she wrestles 
with trying to understand the development of her family relationships in light of this. 
 
Dublin: A Grand Tour Jacqueline O'Brien & Desmond Guinness 
The grand Georgian facades in the streets of the Irish capital are familiar to many visitors, but A 
Grand Tour takes us behind the scenes to their glorious interiors. Dublin’s architecture and design 
is well illustrated with the aid of hundreds of superb photos to bring the atmospheric public 
buildings, churches, railway stations and jails to life. 
 
Ulysses James Joyce 
Considered by many to be one of the finest literary works of the twentieth century, Ulysses is a 
contemporary tribute to Homer’s epic The Odyssey. Rather than an ancient Greek hero, Joyce’s 
own Ulysses is instead a turn-of-the-century Dublin salesman and his travails are condensed into 
the space of one day in 1904 in a novel that has bedazzled and bemused readers in equal 
measures for the best part of a century. 
 
Luxembourg (Bradt Travel Guide) Tim Skelton  
Whereas many travel writers tend to shoehorn a short chapter about Luxembourg into a guidebook 
on Belgium and the Netherlands, Skelton is one of the few to dedicate an entire work focused 
solely on this diminutive European Grand Duchy. Despite its size, Luxembourg has a lot to offer, 
and its hilltop castles, charming villages and Michelin-star restaurants – more per capita than any 
other state in the world – are showcased in fine detail here. 
 
The Expats Chris Pavone 
Struggling to juggle the twin pressures of an increasingly difficult work-life balance and maintaining 
her secret career in the CIA, Pavone’s protagonist jumps at the opportunity of a move to Europe 
when her husband is offered work in Luxembourg. However, it quickly becomes apparent that her 
expat life is not all as it seems, though we are never quite sure whether the growing suspicions 
about her husband are justified or a result of a previous lifestyle that she just can’t get away from. 
 
Amsterdam: A History of the World's Most Liberal City Russell Shorto  
Shorto goes beyond the usual stereotypes of ‘liberal’ Amsterdam to take a deeper look at how its 
values have enjoyed a wide-ranging impact on the most influential thinkers and ideologues, 
particularly with regards to the origins of the United States and the beliefs of the founding fathers. 
To the naked eye it might be difficult to picture how the low-lying geography, violent history and 
fractured religious diversity of the city could have shaped such a philosophy, but the intricate 
dynamics at play are fully explained here. 
 
Cookies, Coleslaw, and Stoops Nicoline van der Sijs 
An insight into the people of the Netherlands more than into their homeland, this book reveals the 
surprising scale of Dutch influence in American culture and language in particular. Renowned 
linguist van der Sijs charts the arrival of Dutch settlers around the Hudson River four centuries ago 
and demonstrates how some of our most common everyday expressions derived from this period 
and have become embedded in modern New York vernacular.  
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Insight Guides: Netherlands Insight Guides  
Insight Guides visual depictions of the Netherlands brilliantly showcase the country’s vivid colours 
and scenery, from its tulip fields to its windmills. Whereas many of Amsterdam’s highlights are now 
well known by experienced international travellers, the rest of the country is full of fascinating 
treasures that are often missed. The region-by-region guide here gives a great account of where 
best to diversify your next trip. 
 
The Miniaturist Jessie Burton  
Set at the height of Amsterdam’s fabled Golden Age in the seventeenth century, Burton’s novel 
brings the opulent wealth and religious fervency of the period to life. A new arrival to the city, our 
recently married lead character struggles to fit into the day-to-day life of her husband until he 
presents her with a cabinet-sized replica of the family home. With the help of a miniaturist to 
furnish her gift, she finds that some of the household secrets are best left undiscovered as each 
small-scale decoration begins to mirror its real-life counterpart.  
  
The Trumpeter of Krakow Eric P. Kelly  
Kelly draws on his own extensive experiences of services with American relief units in the complex 
web of Eastern Europe at the time of simultaneous collapses in the Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman 
and Russian Empires to paint a delightful image of medieval Krakow. The tale centres on a 
legendary trumpet melody sounded from the watchtower twice daily, which abruptly halts at the 
point where a sentry was shot by a Mongol archer mid-flow, in an invasion some centuries earlier. 
Our teenage protagonist is taught that the tune must only ever be played to the end under threat of 
great danger and his family troubles bring precisely that.  
  
Poland James A. Michener 
Though actually a work of historical fiction, Michener’s Poland is highly regarded as an informative 
and detailed account of the country’s history. Through the eyes of three families, one each 
representing the nobility, middle-class and peasantry in a village on the Vistula River, we are taken 
through centuries of significant events and stories in the country’s history, from the invasions of 
Tatars, Teutonic Knights and Swedes, to the glorious emergence of a Polish Kingdom, and finally 
to its partition between larger powers, which endured until the time of writing with the Soviet 
Union’s stranglehold still evident. 
 
The Spies of Warsaw Alan Furst 
With the dark clouds of conflict threatening to envelop Europe once again, French intelligence 
officers meet with a German engineer in Warsaw in attempt to get a head start before war breaks 
out. So begins a twisting tale of intrigue, double-crossing and espionage among the great nations’ 
secret services, in the shadows and backstreets of the Polish capital. 
 
The Zookeeper's Wife Diane Ackerman 
We revisit the themes of heroism and resistance under wartime occupation in Ackerman’s 
bestseller, which later became a hit motion picture. Based on the real-life events recorded in the 
diaries of a Warsaw zookeeper, we learn how the ingenuity of everyday people to adapt to the 
difficult circumstances allowed them to courageously rescue many from danger. In this case the 
devastation to the zoo and its animals offers an unusual opportunity to shelter hundreds of Jews 
right under the noses of the Nazi invaders. 
 
Hotel du Lac Anita Brookner 
A successful romance writer retreats to the peaceful shores of Lake Geneva to reflect on a series 
of life-changing events and gets more than she bargained for. The eccentricities of the other 
characters that she is introduced to cause her to question what it is that she really wants, and 
ultimately make a conclusive choice between safety and passion, in this Booker Award-winning 
novel. 
 
  



Page 6 of 6 
 

Hausfrau Jill Alexander Essbaum 
Essbaum’s American housewife finds herself stranded in picture-perfect Zurich in an increasingly 
frustrating and loveless marriage. This journey of self-exploration sees the titular character embark 
on a series of affairs and new experiences in an intense and intimate examination of marriage, 
fidelity and finding a sense of meaning. 
 
The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie Muriel Spark 
A passionate Edinburgh schoolmistress is driven to bring the best out of her pupils through her 
outspoken and unorthodox teaching style. As the six girls grow up under her tutelage, she is 
surprised to discover the considerable levels of influence she wields over them, but this blessing 
proves in time to be a curse as she finds herself increasingly unable to live out her own life without 
reverting to experiences by way of her young surrogates. 
 
I Never Knew That About London Christopher Winn             
In a similar vein to Duncan Smith’s Only in… series, Winn’s travel guide aims to take us beyond 
the more well-known highlights in London. Packed with anecdotes, tidbits of information and 
beautiful illustrations, this makes for a spellbinding account of the metropolis, perfect for repeat 
visitors who are looking for a different kind of trip. 
 
Rivers of London Ben Aaronovitch  
This fun and witty detective novel is a typically British thriller with an abundance of fascinating 
characters that exhibit London in all its glory. Combining elements of an urban whodunnit with a 
dark fantasy world, the novel manages to cleverly weave the natural geography of the city to make 
for a perfect light introduction to local culture and humour. 
 
London Edward Rutherford  
This mammoth novel is an account of London’s history that stretches over two millennia, from 
Roman times through to the modern day. A long but entertaining read, Rutherford’s book retells the 
city’s history, politics, religion and culture by introducing a variety of families and working his way 
through the lives of their descendants. For an all-encompassing viewpoint of London that remains 
interesting, London is a real magnum opus.   
 
 


